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South America’s Catholicism 


By WatTER Dwicnat, S.J. 






HE Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church started, last year, a magazine 
called the World Outlook, the editorial announcement of 
which assured the reader that: “The dramatic part 
played by Christian mission schools, colleges, hospitals, 
and churches in the kaleidoscope of progress will be pre- 
sented in its due relation to other factors—commercial, 
industrial, social, and political. The effort will be made 
to give a complete picture of modern progress—not a 
one-sided, or one-angled view.” 

The foregoing conciliatory prologue was fairly well 
lived up to in the first number of the periodical, but the 
next issue seems to have been deliberately handed over to 
a few zealots who are persuaded that the surest way of 
getting wealthy Protestants interested in South America 
is by attacking the faith of that continent’s 50,000,000 
inhabitants. On a page facing a good picture of the 
“Christ of the Andes,” there is printed, doubtless as a 
corrective, a photograph of an important discovery S. 
Earl Taylor made. For in Cuzco he found, cut in stone 
over a church door, not “Come unto me all ye that labor,” 
but “Come unto Mary all ye who are weary,” a wicked 
“perversion of Scripture,” which is proof positive, of 
course, that the Blessed Virgin of Cuzco rather than the 
Christ of the Andes is the chief object of South 
America’s worship. The thoughtful Catholic reader 
143 



























144 SOUTH AMERICA’S CATHOLICISM 





would see in the inscription nothing but a pious applica- 
tion to Our Lady of her Divine Son’s words, but many 
a Methodist subscriber of the World Outlook was prob- 
ably shocked into being unusually generous toward the 
South American mission fund. 

“Ecuador,” continues Mr. Earl, taking as his authority 
a newspaper correspondent who visited that land twenty 
years ago, is “the most bigoted Roman Catholic country 
in America” and, consequently, “the most backward 
country on the Continent—physically, intellectually, and 
morally.” He neglects, however, to give any recent facts 
or statistics to prove these sweeping assertions. The 
reason for this oversight was, perhaps, his eagerness to 
communicate some startling news about the South 
American Inquisition which was founded “to stamp out 
the hated heresy of Protestantism” and “cost tens of 
thousands of lives.” Who would have thought South 
American Protestants were so numerous! Where in the 
world did they all come from? Could they have been im- 
ported from England? With so many blessed martyrs 
to its credit, one would think Protestantism should be 
thriving vigorously in that Southern Continent. 

This, however, does not seem to be the case, for, on 
another page of the February World Outlook, Homer C. 
Stuntz, “Bishop for South America”—note the for— 
after recounting the various activities of Protestantism 
in his territorially vast diocese, concludes with this 
solemn warning: 


In all Peru we have but five men from the United States, only 
three of these ordained; in all Argentina, only eleven mission- 
aries in a territory larger than the United States east of the 
Mississippi River. If we had a hundred missionaries more than 
our present force, we could send them to important centers 
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where today there is absolutely no Gospel preaching. If we do 
the job the Church has sent us down here to do, we must have 


more money for property and we should double our forces within 
five years. 


The last sentence of the appeal from this apostle 
whom “the Church has sent” to the benighted Latin 
Romanists seems to be the grand climax of his sermon. 
Unquestionably, Bishop Stuntz is a tireless seeker after 
contributions, for besides writing that World Outlook 
article, he has prepared for wide circulation a pamphlet 
entitled “Roman Catholicism in South America” which 
is sure to loosen the purse-strings of pious Methodists. 
The “Bishop for South America” evidently believes that 
when Romanism is the enemy all methods of warfare are 
lawful, for he writes: 


There is published in Buenos Aires a weekly comic paper like 
the Asino, of Rome, and somewhat like Life, of New York. It 
is maintained partly for the purpose of ridiculing friars, priests, 
and the Catholic faith in general. It is true that this paper is 
hostile to Christianity as it is represented by the Roman Church 
and is, therefore, understood to be opposed to religion in any 
form. But this is not the case. Its cartoons are leveled at im- 
moral and medieval priestly leadership. When our church held 
a great Sunday school rally in Prince George’s Hall, in Buenos 
Aires, on Conference Sunday, last February, this paper—Fray 
Mocho—took flash-light pictures, secured photographs of the 
leading missionaries and Sunday-school workers, and gave 
several pages to a sympathetic write-up of that truly great 
gathering. 


But Bishop Stuntz’s likening of Fray Mocho to “the 
Asino, of Rome,” proved most unfortunate, for two 
gentlemen who know thoroughly the real character of 
the Buenos Aires weekly, sent letters indignantly denying 
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the justice of the comparison. Mr. James B. Sheridan 
of Buenos Aires wrote to the Editor of America. 


It is singularly unfair to compare Fray Mocho with L’Asino 
of Rome. The comparison is as unjust as if your Saturday 
Evening Post were compared with the Menace. Fray Mocho is 
received by all our best Argentine families and I need scarcely 
tell you that our Argentine ladies would have nothing to do with 
any paper that is militantly anticlerical, Were Fray Mocho 
what Bishop Stuntz would have his American friends believe, 
it would be an insignificant sheet, whereas it possesses one of 
the largest circulations of any periodical in this Republic. Under 
separate cover I forward you a copy of the current issue and I 
feel sure that you will not find anything in its pages derogatory 
to Catholicism. 


And Mr. Corradino, the advertising manager of Fray 
Mocho, wrote: 


In answer to the erroneous statement referred to, we can 
categorically state that the pages of Fray Mocho have never 
contained an attack, direct or indirect, against Catholicism or 
against the clergy; for faithful to its fundamental principles, 
this review has never sustained political or religious systems or 
tendencies of any kind, since its character, purely informative, 
literary and artistic, removes it from such a course. Our con- 
duct in this direction is above suspicion, as our perfect friend- 
ship with the religious element of our citizens and with the 
clergy of Buenos Aires demonstrates; religious festivities and 
celebrations, as well as matters of current ecclesiastical interest, 
have always found space in the pages of Fray Mocho. 


The mendacious bishop’s calumny is an excellent illus- 
tration of the way that falsehoods about South America 
are started and spread. In the case of Fray Mocho the 
lie has been nailed. But how many far graver calumnies 
about Latin America are circulated in this country that 
no one takes the trouble to disprove ? 
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In this same number of the World Outlook James M. 
Taylor supplies the reader with a quantity of novel in- 
formation regarding South American Catholicism. The 
great misfortune, it seems, of that wretched continent 
was the fact that it had a “bad start.” For South America 
was blessed with “no Mayflower and no Plymouth Rock.” 
Moreover, “it must be understood that the Romanism of 
South America is not the Romanism of the United States, 
and is not in any true sense Christian.” Mr. Taylor then 
proceeds to administer a series of remunerative shocks 
to the reader by citing once more the familiar statistics 
of the Protestant pamphleteer regarding the intellectual 
and moral condition of the people, and ends with this 
outrageous calumny: “It is the belief of honest men in 
South America, who have been raised in the Roman 
Church, that, as a class, there are few people more im- 
moral than the priests.” 

So the World Outlook that promised in its opening 
number to “give a complete picture of modern progress 
—not a one-sided, or one-angled view,” allows its con- 
tributor to charge the entire priesthood of South America 
with practising filthy immorality. This monstrous accu- 
sation, moreover, is made on the supposed testimony of 
“honest men,” who carefully avoid, as is usual in such 
cases, making any mention whatever of persons, places, 
times or circumstances. 

To answer such vague and sweeping charges as the 
above is a hopeless task, and of that those who make 
them are thoroughly aware. If we prove that the clergy 
of Ecuador are virtuous and zealous, the accusation of 
moral laxity will, doubtless, be transferred to the priests 
of Peru. If we succeed in getting affidavits testifying 
to the upright lives of the Peruvian clergy, probably the 
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priests of Chile would then be attacked, and so on. Re- 
garding the character of the latter, Father H. J. Swift, 
S.J., writes in the Canadian Messenger for April, 1915: 


As a matter of fact, the Chilean clergy are a body of picked 
men, made up largely of the scions of families whose names are 
interwoven with all that is high-minded and patriotic in the 
history of that country. Even supposing, absurdly enough, in- 
deed, that supernatural motives were to fail to influence them, 
their respect for their family names would be more than suf- 
ficient to hold them to the execution of their sublime functions. 
It would be hard to name a pious organization or a good work 


that is not recognized, encouraged and fostered by the clergy of 
Chile. 


As a specimen of the way that calumnies regarding the 
priests and people of South America are started and 
spread, the following incident, with its ensuing corres- 
pondence, may interest the reader: Mr. Hubert 
Hormsby, who is in charge of the United Fruit Com- 
pany’s welfare work in Central and South America, ad- 
dressed a conference of welfare workers, held on the 
evening of November 23, 1914, in the National Civic 
Federation rooms, Metropolitan Building, New York, 
and is reported to have said: ‘That because of the op- 
pression and other acts of the Roman Catholic priesthood 
the people had practically given up all religion and cast 
the priests aside; and that the ‘clinic’ established in con- 
nection with welfare work had taken the place of the 
Father Confessors, referring to the Roman priests.” 

Mr. John S. Kennedy, of Brooklyn, who heard Mr. 
Hormsby’s remarks, wrote a courteous letter to the 
United Fruit Company and asked if the views advanced 
by the lecturer express “the current situation in these 
countries as understood by your officers.” The United 
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Fruit Company took no pains with Mr. Kennedy’s diffi- 
culty. The quoted passage from Mr. Hormsby’s lecture 
was then shown to various South and Central Americans 
now living in New York, and their opinion was asked as 
to the truth of the lecturer’s assertions. A prominent 
official of Costa Rica was the first to be interviewed. He 
laughed when he saw the quotation, remarking : 









It was the sort of thing people of that stamp like to say! As 
a matter of fact, there was no truth in it. Some twenty-five 
years ago, or over, certain laws were passed, which acted to pre- 
vent the political activities of priests. Since that time the Church 
in Costa Rica had prospered; many churches had been built, 
and the people at large were, on the whole, very faithful in their 
religion. The priests attend actively to their religious duties 
and are very well regarded. 












A native of Colombia, Mr. Luis F. Toro, 471 Central 
Park West, New York, was then shown the passage. He 
wrote: 






In Colombia, fortunately, the relations between Church and 
State are cordial and have been so since 1886. Catholicism is 
the religion of the State. I do not exaggerate when I assure 
you that the inhabitants of Colombia’s interior, who form the 
greater portion of the population, are Catholics, not in name only, 
but are good Catholics and have great respect for their priests. 
About the natives of the coast I cannot speak with the same 
positiveness, for I do not know them so well. But this I can 
say of all: they suffer from no “oppression” on the part of the 
priesthood. 

















Mr. J. R. de la Torres Bueno, of White Plains, N. Y., 
who is a native of Peru, was then asked to comment on 
Mr. Hormsby’s statement and wrote as follows: 






Speaking as a Peruvian, I have always heard that we suffer 
from a considerable lack of clergy to care properly for the 
Indian population in the more distant regions of the country. 
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As for any “oppression” of the people, or of any portion of 
them, by the priests, I have never heard of it. In Peru, the con- 
vents are heavily endowed and, therefore, it is not necessary to 
call on the people for the support of the clergy. Furthermore, 
the Government, with the property taken from the suppressed 
monastic Orders, supports the parish priests. 


Mrs. R. A. Goelkel, a Venezuelan lady, gives this testi- 
mony about conditions at home: 


With regard to Venezuela, my country, let me say that the 
clergy are good, zealous men and are universally respected. 
They are particularly active in promoting Catholic education, 
In Venezuela all the Catholics take ‘an honest pride in their 
priests, who are considered the guardians of everything that is 
best in our civilization. 


But will the publication of letters like the foregoing 
have the slightest influence in keeping such writers as 
Homer C. Stuntz, S. Earl Taylor or James M. Taylor 
from calumniating the priests and people of Latin 
America? None whatever. That is too much to expect. 
For the spread of calumnies about the Catholic Church 
seems to be a vitally important element in Methodism’s 
missionary activities. Long experience has perhaps 
taught the leaders of the sect that vilifying Rome is the 
most effective way of interesting in “the cause” pious 
Protestants who are as credulous as they are wealthy. 
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The Church in Chile 


By J. Harpine Fisuer, S.J. 


ARIOUS committees have been reporting on differ- 
ent phases of life in Latin America. These re- 
ports, although addressed to the delegates of the Pan- 
American Religious Congress, in session last month at 
Panama, have been given wide publicity in the United 
States with the consequence that there is an impression 
among our people that South America is in a low state 
of degradation, and that the fault is to be laid squarely 
at the door of the Catholic Church. The refutation of 
error is proverbially difficult. To prove the falsity of the 
statements that have been given currency and are making 
the rounds of the public press, it would be necessary, to 
take up place after place in South America and show 
that the reports have been inaccurate if not mendacious, 
that their grain of truth has been grossly exaggerated ; 
and that deplorable conditions, where they do exist, are 
unfairly attributed to the Catholic Church. For the sake 
of Catholics it will be sufficient to take a single country, 
and expose the real state of affairs. On the principle 
ab uno disce omnes it will be easy to test the reliability 
of the information laid before the Congress. The ex- 
ample we shall take is Chile. 

The Congress was calmly informed that a complete 
collapse of the Christian Faith is impending in South 
America. How far is this true of Chile? The faith of 
a people is reflected in the lives of its clergy and its laity. 
Let us quote several authorities covering the space of 
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the last thirty years. In 1887, speaking in the Chamber 
at Santiago, Dom Carlos Walker Martinez, declared the 
clergy of Chile to be “the honor of our country,” and he 
went on to say, “No land possesses [a body of priests] 
more learned, more virtuous, and more respected.” (El 
Liberalismo ante los principos en Chile pp. 68, 69.) His 
statement was not denied by the anticlericals. Eleven 
years later, Prince Louis d’Orléans et Bragance, the 
grandson of Dom Pedro, Emperor of Brazil, put himself 
on record concerning the state of religion in Chile as fol- 
lows: ‘The Christian Church was never more flourish- 
ing or more powerful than in our day. Catholicism con- 
tinues to be the official religion of the State. 
The clergy, with Mgr. Mariano Casanova at its head, 
a prelate justly venerated throughout the Republic, is 
handing on most worthily the traditions of the mission- 
aries of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.” (Le 
Chili apres Cent Ans d’Indépendance, Jorge Fernandez 
Pradel, p. 19%.) That conditions have not changed is 
clear from the words of Mr. Isaac Pearson, published in 
La Union, one of the important dailies of Santiago, Octo- 
ber 19, 1910. Referring to the religious spirit of the laity 
he says in part: “On Sunday everyone goes to Mass. 
All the churches are filled . . . the men do 
not fail to fulfil the precepts of hearing Mass. On the 
contrary as many men hear Mass as women. This spec- 
tacle is continued all the morning up to the time of the 
last Mass. . . . Menas well as women go to church 
to pray ; it is a sight that impresses even the incredulous.” 
Another of the ordinary tests of the state of religion 
are its public manifestations. One is safe in judging 
whether Catholicism is flourishing or decadent, from its 
fruits, for these are its natural expression. Judged by 
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this standard, it appears that the information laid before 
the Pan-American Religious Congress was very wide of 
the truth. There are three seminaries in Chile; one Cath- 
olic University, with faculties in law, engineering, mines, 
architecture, agriculture and arts; secondary schools, 
and primary schools. Churches and public oratories 
number about 481, besides very many semi-public ora- 
tories. Twenty religious institutions for men, among 
whom are to be found Augustinians, Capuchins, Carmel- 
ites, Dominicans, Franciscans, Jesuits, Lazarists, Re- 
demptorists, Silesians, Fathers of the Divine Word, 
Fathers of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Fathers of 
Mercy, all of whom are everywhere engaged in the works 
of education, preaching, and mercy. They possess %6 
houses. Besides these there are 29 religious congrega- 
tions of women, who have 120 houses and devote them- 
selves to labors of zeal such as we are familiar with in the 
United States. Among these are hospitals, 30 out of the 
35 in Chile being under the direction of religious, homes 
for the aged, orphanages, houses of refuge and correc- 
tion, five female colleges, lunatic asylums, homes for 
deaf-mutes, normal schools, elementary schools, etc. At 
least 230 different confraternities flourish in the various 
parishes ; beneficial societies of manifold kinds labor for 
the alleviation of suffering, for relief of the poor, for the 
cause of temperance, for the mission, some of them with 
a membership of many thousands. Workmen’s clubs and 
unions are common. There are more than 40 Conferences 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and a Library Associa- 
tion charged with establishing libraries throughout the 
Republic. In the archdiocese of Santiago about 300 mis- 
sions are given every year, and it has beén stated that 
90 per cent of those who are of an age to do so make 
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their Easter duty. At least 30 houses for retreats are 
now in the archdiocese of Santiago, and it is no exaggera- 
tion to say that in the last ten years 300,000 men and 50,- 
000 women have made retreats. These figures are elo- 
quent in their testimony to the fervor of the people. How 
then can there be any shadow of truth in the statement 
that the Christian Faith is near a complete collapse, and 
that its only hope is to be found in the Protestant church? 

A few comparisons will make clear how little right 
Protestant missionaries have to criticize the Catholic 
Church’s efforts. The population of Chile may be put 
roughly at about 4,000,000. The number of baptized 
Catholics is 3,517,889 ; the number of baptized Christians 
belonging to all the Protestant sects, according to their 
own official reports (Cf. The World Atlas of Christian 
Missions, p. 96), is 5,816. The Protestant sects first ar- 
rived in Chile in the year 1873; in 1594 the Jesuits had a 
college in Chile. Protestant sects maintain one physician 
in Chile; the Sisters of Charity alone have 22 hospitals. 
Protestant sects have 44 “ordained” priests, of whom 17 
are natives; Catholics have 863 priests. Protestants in 
Chile have 23 principal stations and 57 sub-stations. 
Catholics have an archdiocese, three other suffragan 
sees, two vicariates, and 307 parishes. A Papal Nuncio 
resides permanently at Santiago, and Chile has a repre- 
sentative at the Holy See. It would seem, therefore, 
that the Pan-American Religious Congress was scarcely 
in a position to pass adverse criticism on the work of Cath- 
olics in South America, for the contrast between the 
amount of zeal which their sects have displayed and the 
success that has attended their efforts, when compared 
with results that have everywhere marked the missionary 
efforts of the Catholics for many centuries, is very strik- 
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ing. The same contrast is found in other parts of the 
Continent. 

It will be said that Chile is the most Catholic of all the 
Latin American Republics. There may be some truth 
in this statement, but it only emphasizes another pertinent 
truth, that the fervor of religious life among the nations 
of South America is in inverse ratio to their proximity 
to the United States. The further the Latin Americans 
are removed from us, the better Christians they seem to 
be. Of the two parties that have been prominent in 
South America, namely the Liberal party and the Cath- 
olics, people of the United States have generally thrown 
the weight of their influence on the side of the Liberals, 
who have labored for the destruction of Christian ideals 
with the result that not only have education and evan- 
gelization suffered, but faith has been lost, and morals 
corrupted. Mexico and her troubles are only a repetition 
of an old story. On the other hand whenever the Cath- 
olic element of the people has gained the ascendency and 
prevailed over the Liberal and Masonic elements, re- 
ligion has flourished in a way that compares favorably 
with the most fervent communities of Christendom. 
Ecuador under Garcia Moreno is a case in point. 

Moreover, the most zealous Protestant propaganda can 
never hope, if it reads the lessons of history aright, to 
assist in promoting Christianity in South America. The 
Latin Americans do not make good Protestants, but they 
do make good anticlericals. If Protestantism would 
work among the native Indians of South America and 
would do something besides inculcating hatred of Cath- 
olicism its efforts might possibly be of some assistance 
in the regeneration of its proselytes. Unfortunately, 
however, the spectacle of the disunion among Protestant 
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sects and of their still more surprising union in denouncing 
the only religion that has ever held sway over the Latin 
American mind has very disastrous effects. It makes 
many rabid anti-Christians, where it makes one luke- 
warm Protestant. This is a fact of experience. The 
greatest benefit, therefore, that Protestants could confer 
on South America would be to leave it alone, and not sow 
disbelief, where it cannot sow the true Faith. The ex- 
ample of Mexico with its dismantled churches, its flocks 
without shepherds, and its violent denials of Christ and 
Christianity should be a warning. Latin America will 
be either Catholic or absolutely irreligious. 


Dr. Zahm’s Latest Book 


A Review of “Through South America’s Southland.” 


¢é¢FIXHROUGH South America’s Southland,” by the 

Reverend Joseph A. Zahm, C.S.C., Ph.D. (H. J. 
Mozans), (New York: D. Appleton & Co. $3.50), ap- 
pears most opportunely just now, synchronizing as it 
does with the publication of the reports of the Pan- 
American Religious Congress. The author is an experi- 
enced traveler, a keen observer and a man of marked 
cultivation; and with the present volume, which chron- 
icles “the history, poetry, and romance” of the lands 
and peoples visited by the Roosevelt Scientific Expedi- 
tion, an undertaking for which Dr. Zahm was largely 
responsible, he completes the trilogy of his journeys 
through South America, “Up the Orinoco and Down the 
Magdalena” and “Along the Andes and Down the Ama- 
zon River” (Appleton) being the other volumes of the 





DR. ZAHM’S LATEST BOOK 157 





series. The present book, like the two preceding it, is 
of set purpose a narrative of incidents and a description 
of places rather: than a severe study of political and 
economic conditions, and for this reason it is the pleas- 
anter reading. Replete with historical and literary refer- 
ences, and written in an easy, flowing style, it will afford 
many enjoyable hours to those who love men and nature; 
at the same time, although it rigorously excludes dry 
statistics, it contains so many comments on the present 
state of most of the principal cities of the Southern Re- 
publics, that it will prove a valuable book of reference 
for all who wish to know how an unbiased mind was im- 
pressed by the Latin Americans. The author’s observa- 
tions have greater force from the very fact that they 
have not been set down in order to prove a predetermined 
theory, but are the passing and almost random expres- 
sion of what he actually saw and heard. 

A noteworthy feature of the book is the total absence 
of unfavorable comment on the religious, educational and 
social status of the people whom the author had the 
privilege of studying intimately. On the contrary, no 
one can fail to take from the perusal of Dr. Zahm’s pages 
a very favorable impression of Latin Americans in all 
these respects. It is remarkable that he, a close and 
accurate observer, an authority on South America and 
a writer of wide experience, does not even remotely hint 
at that collapse of Christianity which the commissions 
of the Protestant Religious Congress declared so emphati- 
cally was impending over what they described as the land 
of darkness and immorality. Dr. Zahm says: “The 
character of the people in South America has, it is true, 
suffered an eclipse, but this is only temporary. Their 
dignity, their independence, their desire to emulate the 
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achievements of their forbears of the famed Iberian 
peninsula, are beginning to assert themselves in a way 
that argues well for the future and which promises great 
things for civilization and culture.” The author has 
nothing but unqualified praise for the work of the 
Church, and his book is a spontaneous and eloquent trib- 
ute to the success of her efforts, both past and present, 
for the best interests of the people. 

Let us now see what Dr. Zahm says about the land 
that the Pan-Protestant Congress has vilified so shame- 
lessly. Describing his visit to the abbey and college of 
the Benedictines at Sado Paulo, Brazil, our author writes 
that “These learned religious enjoy a well-deserved repu- 
tation as scholars and successful teachers. The Church 
and monastery of Sado Bento will well repay a visit and 
one rejoices to learn that both are so near to the hearts 
of all true Paulistas.” (p. 91) 

Passing on to Montevideo, Uruguay, Dr. Zahm pays 
this tribute to the work of the Salesian Sisters: ‘The 
work accomplished by these devoted religious in the in- 
struction of poor children deserves all the encomiums 
lavished on them by the people of Montevideo. The 
charitable institutions likewise, merit special mention. In 
few places are better provisions made for the poor and 
the sick, for the insane and the foundling. But this care 
of the helpless and suffering is characteristic of the peo- 
ple of all parts of South America. They are as chari- 
table as they are hospitable.” (p. 138.) As for the do- 
mestic virtues of South American women, a prominent 
business man of Tucuman who was from New England, 
said to Dr. Zahm: “Nowhere in the world will you find 
more devoted wives and mothers than here in my adopted 
city.” (p. 205) 
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In his pages on the educational and charitable institu- 
tions of Buenos Aires our author attests that: 


The numerous schools and colleges conducted by various re- 
ligious orders, likewise deserve unstinted praise. It was my 
privilege to visit many of them and I was everywhere deeply 
impressed by the vast range of the work accomplished in them 
and the thoroughness of the instruction given in every depart- 
ment. They are patronized by the best families of the city, and 
the most prominent men and women in Argentina, when ques- 
tioned as to where they received their education, will promptly 
reply, “In the college of the Padres” or, “In the Convent.” Nor 
shall I dilate on the splendid institutions for the poor, the sick, 
and the unfortunate. There are scores of them, some under 
governmental and municipal auspices, others conducted by re- 
ligious congregations which are particularly devoted to works 
of charity. The buildings are especially constructed for the 
purposes for which they are used, and in accordance with the 
strictest demands of hygienic principles. They are spacious, 
well-lighted, well-ventilated, and are models of cleanliness and 
comfort unsurpassed by any similar institutions elsewhere. (p. 
160) 


And this is what Dr. Zahm says about the nuns of 
Cordoba : 


My greatest surprise, however, was in the convent schools for 
which the city has long been celebrated. They are numerous 
and well patronized. And what is best of all is the splendid 
training which the nuns give to the pupils intrusted to their 
care. They have surely—teachers and students—contributed 
their share to the reputation which Cordoba has so long enjoyed 
as La Ciudad Docta. It was for centuries said of the old uni- 
versity town of Bologna, “Bologna docet,’ because of the thou- 
sands of students who flocked to her classic halls from all parts 
of Europe. Similarly one can declare, “Cordoba teaches,” when 
one considers the number of earnest and learned instructors one 
finds in the convent, as well as in the government schools of this 
venerable home of letters and culture. 

Rarely have I met anywhere brighter or more eager students 
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than those who greeted me in the convent classrooms of Cor- 
doba. Their faces beamed with intelligence and the evidence 
which they gave me of their accomplishments was more than 
satisfactory. But I think I was even more impressed by their 
gentle, refined manners than by their love of study and profic- 
iency in classwork. One could see at a glance that the admir- 
able home training of the girls had been perfectly supplemented 
by the example and teaching of the devoted réliguieuses who ex- 
hibited a particular interest in each and every one of their 
young charges. Many of the girls were descendants of the 
Conquistadores, or of old Spanish grandees, and they retained 
in a marked manner all the beautiful and noble traits of char- 
acter for which their noted ancestors were so distinguished. 
Their sweetness and grace and amiability told of generations 
of culture and refinement as well as of centuries of years of 
intellectual work accomplished by the learned city of which they 
are the most exquisite adornments. 


Here follows his description of the varied works of 
charity and education undertaken in South America by 
the children of Don Bosco: 


But their success as educators is no more remarkable than the 
number and variety of their activities. Realizing the power ot 
the press for good, they print books and newspapers and maga- 
zines in many languages. And at the request of the govern- 
ment, they have taken charge of magnetic and meteorological 
stations from the Straits of Magellan to the wilderness of Matto 
Grosso. They have also distinguished themselves as explorers, 
naturalists, ethnologists, and, in this respect, have nobly con- 
tinued the fruitful labors of Falkner, Menendez, Montoya, 
Rivero, and Sobraviela. In Colombia they are assuaging the 
sufferings and relieving the miseries of more than two thousand 
lepers. And everywhere—whether in the bleak plains of Tierra 
del Fuego, or in the chilly uplands of Bolivia, or in the sultry 
sertaos of Matto Grosso—theirs is ever a work of love. In 
the rancho of the savage, or in the lazaretto of the plague- 
stricken, there is the same zeal and cheerfulness as in the village 
parish or in the city college or seminary. Everywhere they feel 
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that they are working in the Master’s vineyard and everywhere, 
therefore, they are contented and happy. 

During the nine days I spent in Corumba, I had an excellent 
opportunity of studying the admirable work which the children 
of Don Bosco are, everywhere in South America, accomplishing 
in college, convent, and hospital. Most of the fathers and semin- 
arians in charge of the college in Corumba are from France and 
Germany, while the majority of the Sisters are from Lombardy 
and Piedmont. Coming from the invigorating climate of central 
Europe to the sweltering region of the Upper Paraguay, they 
naturally suffer much from the hot and debilitating atmosphere 
of their new homes. But they never complain. On the contrary, 
they go about their work as cheerfully as if they were in their 
homes on the Po or the Rhine. 

I called to visit the classes in the convent school one day when 
the temperature and humidity were unusually high. To me the 
heat was almost intolerable. Turning to a gentle nun whose 
cheeks still retained the bloom of youth and who had been 
reared among the foothills of the Italian Alps, I said: “Sister, 
how do you endure this oppressive, suffocating heat?” “Oh, 
Padre mio,” she replied with sweetness and childlike simplicity, 
“Pamor di Dio tutto fa facile’—The love of God makes every- 
thing easy. Had I asked all her companions the same question, 
I] should have received substantially the same answer. Love 
enables them to do joyfully what worldly rewards could never 
induce them to undertake. 


In the long quotation that follows, Dr. Zahm, it will be 
seen, speaks in the highest terms of the exemplary char- 
acter of the South American priesthood, and shows that 
the Catholics of Chile in particular, may well be proud 
of their clergy and of all the Church is doing in that 
country for education: 


I should ignore one of Chile’s noblest homes of learning if 
I did not bear witness to the splendid work being done in the 
great Universidad Catolica which, thanks to the munificence of a 
number of wealthy Chileans, was founded in 1888 by the late 
Archbishop of Santiago, Don Mariano Cassanova. Its mag- 
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nificent buildings, which are unsurpassed by any of the numer- 
ous and superb educational structures in South America, are 
among the most imposing edifices in the national capital. Its 
teaching corps is composed of eminent men in every department. 
Many of them are distinguished professors from Europe. Others, 
especially in the faculty of law, are leading members of the 
senate and of the chamber of deputies. 

Lack of space precludes my speaking of many other splendid 
institutions of learning which it was my privilege to visit. 1 
may, however, be permitted to express my admiration of the ad- 
mirable work done in the convent schools, especially those con- 
ducted by the Ladies of the Sacred Heart. This well-known 
community has nowhere in the world more zealous, more com- 
petent, or more enthusiastic teachers than those in charge of the 
two excellent academies of the Sagrado Corazon in Santiago. 
They are patronized by the best families of the city. Among the 
pupils I had the pleasure of meeting were many whose ancestors 
have left their mark in history as Conquistadores and heroes of 
the war of independence. And brighter and more earnest stu- 
dents I have never met anywhere. They are delighted to have 
me examine their work in art, literature and history, and, in 
truth, I was agreeably surprised at its quality and thoroughness. 

But I must say that the institution which I examined with 
most pleasure was the ecclesiastical seminary. The building, 
which is very large, is surrounded by enchanting beds of flowers 
and inviting groves of umbrageous trees and is an ideal place of 
study for young aspirants to the priesthood. And the course of 
study in this institution is not only thorough, but is admirably 
adapted to equip the young priests for their divers and important 
duties in the world as parish priests, missionaries and educators. 

The beneficent results of the thorough training which these 
young Levites receive in the seminary are manifested in the most 
striking manner in the present religious and social condition of 
the people. The churches are crowded on Sunday, with men as 
well as women. The throngs that fill the streets, from early 
morning until midday, on their way to church, have been likened 
to a romeria—a pilgrimage. And these multitudes frequent the 
places of worship not to see and to be seen, but as a religious 
duty which they never think of neglecting. 
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But in nothing is the influence of the Church on the masses 
more manifest than in the success of her efforts in the preserva- 
tion of peace and in composing the differences between the 
aristocracy and the proletariat—between the roto—the half-caste 
laboring man, descendant of the Spaniard and the Indian—and 
the great landed proprietor. 

Many people in our country imagine that Chile, like Haiti, is 
constantly in the throes of revolution. The fact is that there 
has been only one revolution in nearly sixty years. Indeed, 
there are few other countries that have been so free from 
internecine strife as Chile. This is due, in great measure, to 
the far-reaching influence of the clergy, which is always exerted 
in behalf of peace. Their untiring efforts, a few years ago, to 
prevent a threatened war between their own country and Ar- 
gentine were, to a great extent, instrumental in securing that 
peace which was cemented by the erection of that noble statue 
of Christ the Redeemer on the summit of the Andes. , 

Fortunately, the influence of the clergy on the laboring classes 
is so potent and so far-reaching that there is, at least for the 
present, but little to be apprehended from the propaganda of 
socialistic agitators. The priests of Chile, under the leadership 
of the venerable archbishop of Santiago, Monsignor Ignacio 
Gonzalez Eyzaguire, make the study of social questions, and the 
instruction and relief of the poor and the laboring classes, an 
important part of their ministry. Through the agency of La 
Federacion Nacional de las Obras Sociales Catolicas, they have 
already accomplished wonders for the elevation of the submerged 
tenth and for the amelioration of their condition. In order that 
the clergy may be properly prepared for intelligent action in 
dealing with all social problems which may demand solution, 
special chairs of sociology have been established in the semi- 
naries of Santiago and Concepcion, as well as in the Catholic 
University. Might not some of our ecclesiastical institutions 
in other countries do well to imitate the example of Chile in this 
respect ? 

Through the courtesy of the venerable Archbishop of Santi- 
ago, who gave a breakfast in our honor, I was able to meet 
many of the priests and laymen who cooperate with him in all 
matters of social progress among the laboring classes; and truth 
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compels me to say that I have never met anywhere a more 
earnest or intelligent body of men, or men more devoted to the 
uplifting of the poor and the lowly. (p. 292). 


As Dr. Zahm, whose previous works, written under the 
name of Dr. H. J. Mozans, have a deserved and universally 
recognized scientific character, his observation are of 
great value. They have an external weight also from the 
fact that he was the companion of Mr. Roosevelt and was 
not, therefore, likely to expose himself to the danger of con- 
tradiction by either exaggeration or false statement. In 
conclusion it should be said that the reason the calumnies 
spread by Protestant ministers about the Church in the 
southern Republics secure such ready credence is largely 
owing to the dense ignorance that prevails in the United 
States regarding the lives and achievements of Latin 


America’s most distinguished men, regarding her noble 
Catholic past, and the earnest efforts her people are 
making to solve in the way that Catholics should, the re- 
ligious, social, and educational problems which face 
South America today. Commenting on the plentiful lack 
of knowledge his countrymen betray when things South 
American are their theme, Dr. Zahm remarks: 


As I stood before the statue of this remarkable man [Don 
Andres Bello], which greets the visitor as he enters the national 
library of Santiago, and recalled his achievements as a poet, a 
critic, a philosopher, an educator, a statesman, a jurisconsult, I 
asked myself if our own country had yet produced anyone who 
had his marvelous versatility and who had won undying fame 
in so many spheres of intellectual effort. The United States can 
point to many of her sons who have been distinguished in several 
branches of knowledge, but I doubt whether a single one can 
be named who was really eminent in so many and so diverse 
things of the mind as was Andres Bello y Lopez. And yet he, 
like his illustrious contemporary, Dean Funes, is practically un- 
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known outside of South America. Cyclopedias that give long 
accounts of comparative nonentities do not even mention his 
name. And to think that a man who has rendered such great 
service to humanity—a man about whom a literature is already 
beginning to form in Spanish America, as one began to form 
about the illustrious Goethe a century ago—should be ignored 
in a country like ours, which should be in closer rapport with the 
scholarship of Latin America than any other nation in the world! 
(p. 289.) 


Well said. Spreading broadcast in this country good 
translations of Latin American works of genius will 
doubtless do more to promote friendly relations with our 
southern neighbors than can all the Pan-American Con- 
gresses in creation. Our popular ignorance of South 
America’s history, literature and ideals is abysmal al- 
ready, and the calumnies of these meddlesome ministers 
make it, if possible, greater still. Meanwhile the wide 
circulation of Dr. Zahm’s “Through South America’s 
Southland” and its two companion volumes, would do a 
great deal toward enlightening our darkness. 


A Forgery’s Life Story 


S a striking example of how calumnies about the 

priesthood of South America originate and spread, 
the following correspondence between the Rev. Father 
Charles A. Martin, of the Cleveland diocese and the Rev. 
Dr. Robert E. Speer, Secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, is reprinted from the 
Catholic Universe of May 24, 1912. Through the wide 
diffusion of such books as the “Geography of Protestant 
Missions,” by Harlan P. Beach, a Professor of the Yale 
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Divinity School, and the Educational Secretary of the 
Students’ Volunteer Movement: by Dr. Young’s “From 
Cape Horn to Panama’”’; and through the active zeal of 
such men as the Rev. Dr. Robert E. Speer, Pope Leo 
XIII was reported to have sent to the clergy of Chile an 
“Encyclical” in which this passage occurred: 

In every diocese, ecclesiastics break all bounds and deliver 
themselves up to manifold sensuality, but no voice is lifted to 
imperiously summon the pastors to their duty. It is sad to re- 
flect that prelates, priests and other clergy are never to be 
found doing service among the poor, never in the hospitals, 
never in the dwellings of the afflicted or distressed, or en- 
gaged in works of beneficence; that they are always absent 
where human misery is, unless paid as chaplains or a fee is given. 
You, as clergy, are always to be found in the house of the rich, 
where gluttony is to be engaged in, and where good wines are 
to be obtained. 


As the Rev. Dr. Speer happened to be delivering a 
lecture in Cincinnati, April 27, 1910, on his favorite 
topic “Our Missionary Duty to Our Benighted Brethren 
of South America,” Father Martin, who was giving a 
mission in that city the same week, determined to open 
a correspondence with the Rev. Dr. Speer regarding the 
alleged Encyclical in the hope of tracing the calumny 
down to its source. Thanks to Father Martin’s untiring 
persistence, at the end of two years he achieved his ob- 
ject and the progressive steps in the pursuit of the 
illusive Encyclical can be followed in the subjoined 
letters : 


FATHER MARTIN’S ENTERING WEDGE 


Cincinnatl, O., April 28, 1910. 
Rev. Rost. Speer, New York. 
Rev. DEAR Sir: The undersigned correspondent of the Catholic 
Universe regrets that he missed seeing you while you were in 
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Cincinnati. On reading in the papers a report of your lecture 
last night, before the missionary convention in session here, I 
communicated with Revs. Watson and Curtis, of the local Pres- 
byterian churches, only to find that you had left the city. I am 
desirous of getting your side of the controversy which arose 
from your report on the moral and religious conditions of South 
America, made the past winter before the Rochester Convention 
of the Students’ Volunteer Movement. 

As you of course know, America and other Catholic papers 
have questioned the authenticity of the letters which, according 
to report, you quoted at Rochester, the one as being “the pastoral 
letter of the Bishop of Caracas in Venezuela,” the other as being 
“the letter of the Pope to the clergy of Chile.” The Catholic 
papers argued against the probability of the alleged Papal docu- 
ment and asked for the name of the Pope and the date of the 
letter, while they denied that there is any Bishop of Caracas. 

I understand that in quoting these same letters last night you 
took occasion to present evidence of their genuineness which 
you have been at pains to secure since the Rochester Convention. 
Unfortunately this did not get into the newspapers. 

That I may have both sides of this matter, I ask you to be 
good enough to let me know whether, upon further investigation, 
you found you were correct in claiming that the documents you 
quote are a letter of the Pope and a pastoral of the Bishop of 
Caracas, and what is the evidence you have secured to attest the 
authenticity of the letters. 

Thanking you in advance for the courtesy of your prompt 
reply, I am, 

Yours respectfully, 
Cuas. A. MARTIN. 


THE Rev. Dr. SPEER’s First LETTER 


The Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
156 Fifth Ave., New York. 
May 5, 1910. 
Mr. CHARLES ALFRED MARTIN, 
3804 Eastern Ave., Cincinnati, O. 
Dear Sir: It is a pleasure to reply to your courteous note of 
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April 28. The letter which I quoted at Rochester and also at 
Cincinnati was a pastoral letter of the Archbishop of Venezuela, 
issued in 1908, and printed in full in the leading daily paper of 
Caracas, El Constitucional, for December 7, 1908. I have this 
letter in full as printed in El Constitucional. The other letter 
of which you inquire is supposed to have been addressed by the 
Pope to the clergy of Chile in 1897. I quoted this letter in 
Rochester, but did not refer to it in Cincinnati. That letter is 
referred to and quoted in Beach’s “Geography of Protestant 
Missions,” page 126, and in Young's “From Cape Horn to 
Panama,” pages 91 and 92, and is referred to in an editorial in 
the New York Independent for March 17, 1898, entitled “A 
Warning from St. Peter’s.” This editorial quotes the reply of 
the Archbishop of Santiago to the letter of the Pope, sent, the 
Independent states, by Cardinal Rampolla. I have not yet found 
any Roman Catholic authority, however, for this letter, but 
should be glad of any help you can give that will show whether 
it is genuine or not. 

I never attributed the letter from Venezuela to the Bishop of 
Caracas. I spoke of it both in Rochester and Cincinnati as the 
pastoral letter of the Archbishop of Venezuela. His name is 
Juan Baptista Castro. 

Regarding the letter of the Pope, I would add that it does not 
appear in the Civilta Catolica, or in the acts and decrees of the 
Plenary Council of Latin American Bishops, held in Rome in 
1899. Both Mr. Beach, who is a professor in Yale University, 
and Dr--Ward, editor of the /ndependent, however, say that 
they had ample authority for their references to it, and I am 
continuing the pursuit of these authorities. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Rosert E. Speer. 
FATHER MARTIN’S SECOND LETTER 


CLEVELAND, Oct. 18, 1910. 
Rev. Ropert SPEER. 


Dear Sir: You may recall the letter I sent :you from Cin- 
cinnati April 28, 1910. As a correspondent of the Catholic Uni- 
verse, 1 asked for your side of the controversy about the alleged 
“letter of the Pope to the clergy of Chile,” your quotation from 
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which at Rochester provoked a prolonged discussion in the 
Literary Digest and America. In your courteous reply of May 
5, 1910, after mentioning Mr. Beach and Dr. Ward, your Prot- 
estant authorities for the encyclical, you state: “I have not yet 
found any Roman Catholic authority for this letter, but should 
be glad of any help you can give that will show whether it is 
genuine or not.” 

Upon receipt of your letter I wrote to the two final Catholic 
authorities in this manner: to Rome, the supposed origin of the 
letter; and to Santiago, Chile, its supposed destination. The 
Rt. Rev. Mgr. Kennedy, rector of the American College at Rome, 
who was already cognizant of the case, gave his judgment that 
the letter quoted by you as an encyclical of the Pope to the clergy 
of Chile is a palpable fraud and forgery. The Archbishop of 
Santiago, Chile, through his secretary, brands the document as a 
coarse fraud. I enclose a copy of this letter. 

You are, of course, familiar with the criticism of your non- 
Catholic authorities, Mr. Beach and Dr. Ward (of the IJnde- 
pendent) made by America and quoted in the Literary Digest, 
July 2, 1910. 

Having sought what help I could to show whether the docu- 
ment is genuine or not, I submit the facts to your consideration 
and shall expect with pleasure your opinion on the subject. If 
you have quoted this spurious document, attributed to a Pope 
and attacking our Chilean neighbors, without sufficient authority, 
you will doubtless feel that you owe it to all concerned, and 
especially to yourself and the Presbyterian Church, to correct 
the error as far as that may be possible. 

Respectfully, 
Cuas. A. MartIN. 


Tue LETTER OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF SANTIAGO 


Archiepiscopal Residence, 
SANTIAGO DE CHILE, July 13, 1910. 
Rev. C. A. Martin, Cleveland, O. 

EsTEEMED Sir: In the Archbishop’s name I answer your letter 
of the 8th of last May. We were already informed from another 
source of the infamous and ridiculous calumny spread against 
our clergy. El Murcurio, a liberal journal, which, however, is 
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respectable and enjoys a wide circulation, answered the calumny 
and we contented ourselves with reproducing that article, adding 
only a few words of our own, in Revista Catolica, a copy of 
which we are sending you by this same mail. 

The slander is so poorly invented that any person of judg- 
ment ought easily to detect it; for neither is the language of 
the document that of the Holy See; nor did it pass through the 
natural channel, which would have been the Apostolic Delegate, 
who resided here at that time; nor does it bear a date or any- 
thing else that would give it the least semblance of authenticity. 
It is simply a wicked and vile calumny, a coarse fraud. 

Yours gratefully, 
N. ANTONIO ROMAN. 


Dr. SPEER’S SECOND LETTER 


NEw York, November 1, 1910. 
THE Rev. CuAs. A. MARTIN. 

Dear Sir: Your very kindly letter of October 28, with 
reference to the alleged letter of the Pope to the clergy of Chile, 
about which we had some correspondence last spring, has been 
received, and I thank you for it and for the copy of the letter 
which you received from the secretary of the Archbishop of 
Santiago. I had already seen the statement of the Archbishop’s 
secretary printed in America and also a copy of the article in 
El Mercurio, to which the Archbishop’s secretary refers. 

Ever since the genuineness of this letter was called in question, 
I have been seeking for information which might settle the 
question one way or the other. I have found that what purported 
to be the full letter was printed in a Chilean newspaper entitled 
La Lei, for October 24, 1897. I have a complete translation of 
the letter as it appeared in La Lei. The same paper, in its issue 
of December 5, 1897, printed the full text of an alleged reply 
of the Archbishop of Santiago, headed thus: CONTESTACION. 
Dada Por el ilustrisimo %« reverendisimo Senor Arzobispo de 
Santiago, Don Mariano Casanova, a la enciclica de su Eminencia 
el Cardenal Rampolla, en nombre de la Santa Sede, a los prelados 
de Chile. 

When I learned of this publication of the alleged letter from 
the Pope, I wrote to a friend of mine in Santiago, and he called 
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on the Archbishop’s secretary, who expressed himself to my 
friend with regard to the letter just as he has done in his letter 
to you. At the time I wrote regarding this letter, I did not know 
where the alleged reply of the Archbishop, quoted in the edi- 
torial in the New York Independent, had first appeared. As soon 
as I ascertained, I wrote again to my friend in Santiago, asking 
if he would kindly look that letter up and find out whether there 
was any basis for belief in its genuineness, or whether it was a 
pure fabrication. There has not as yet been time to get any reply. 

In following up this investigation, I received opinions both in 
this country and in Europe that there was correspondence be- 
tween the Vatican and the clergy in Chile in 1897 which involved 
a reprimand on the part of the Vatican, but although I have 
followed up every clue, I have found as yet only these two publi- 
cations in La Lei. This paper was a radical paper, I am in- 
formed, “excommunicated by the Archbishop soon after it was 
founded.” The man who was editor in 1897 died several years 
ago, and the paper itself has now gone out of existence. I am 
told that at the beginning it was regarded as a reliable paper. 
I hope that it may be possible to determine whether it had any 
basis for these publications, or fabricated them. 

You have written so very courteously in this letter and in 
your previous one that I trust you will not take it amiss if I 
send you a copy of my entire letter to America last June. 

I shall be glad to let you know what I hear further from 
Chile, and trust that in this matter, as in the far greater one 
of the actual moral and spiritual conditions of South America, 
truth may be clearly established. 

Very faithfully yours, 
Ropert E. SPEER. 


Dr. SPEER’s THIRD LETTER. 


NEw York, June 1, 1911. 
THE Rev. CHartes A. MARTIN. 

Dear Sir: Your note of May 23 has been duly received. I 
have not forgotten our previous correspondence and have been 
hoping to be able to send you some definite word with regard 
to the alleged correspondence between the Vatican and the Arch- 
bishop of Santiago. As I think I wrote you, the friend of whom 
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I had been making inquiries in Santiago saw the secretary to 
the Archbishop with regard to the alleged letter from the Vati- 
can. The secretary denied that such a letter had been received. 
At that time we had not found the publication containing the 
supposed reply of the Archbishop. Later this was found in the 
same Chilean newspaper which had published the letter to the 
Archbishop, and my friend has been trying to see the Arch- 
bishop’s secretary with reference to this to ascertain whether he 
knew of this publication and what his view of it was. He has 
called several times, but has been unable to see the secretary. 

Various well-informed men of whom I had made inquiries 
declare their belief that there was a correspondence at the time 
between the Vatican and the Archbishop somewhat in the tenor 
of the alleged letters, but none of them have been able to find 
for me any authority except such references as I think are to 
be traced back to the publications in La Let, the Chilean news- 
paper which printed the two letters. 

Since the authenticity of these letters was called in question 
I have not made use of them, and in answer to your inquiry 
would say that I do not think the alleged correspondence should 
be quoted as authentic without further evidence than has thus 
far been produced. At the time that I quoted the letter last 
winter a year ago, the evidence did seem sufficient to justify the 
belief that it was a genuine letter, but all the search that has 
been made since seems to reduce the evidence to the publication 
in La Let, which by itself is not sufficient. Further search for 
evidence will be continued. 

Very faithfully yours, 
Ropert E. Speer. 


THE ForRGERY 1S ADMITTED 
New York, April 30, 1912. 
Tue Rev. C. A. MarTIN. 

Dear Mr. Martin: I think I promised to let you know if we 
ever were able to get word settling conclusively the question 
as to the alleged correspondence between the Vatican and the 
Archbishop of Santiago, in Chile, and determining the origin 
of the reports regarding the correspondence. I have at last heard 
from Dr. Browning, one of our missionaries in Chile, that he 
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has been able to trace the matter to its source. I have published 
his letter with a statement on the subject in a little book entitled 
“South American Problems,” issued by the Student Volunteer 
Movement, 125 East 27th Street, New York City, and enclose a 
copy of Dr. Browning’s letter as embodied in the note on the 
subject in this book. 

I am glad that the matter has been definitely settled, not only 
by the statement of the secretary of the Archbishop, but also 
by his acknowledgment on the part of the original inventor. 

Very faithfully yours, 
Rosert FE. SPEER. 


THE CONFESSION 


Extracts from letter of the Rev. Webster E. Browning, Ph.D., 
as quoted in “Note to Chapter V,” “South American Problems” : 
“For a year or more I have been working on the matter, but 
have not been able to bring it to a conclusion until today. I 


first went to a Member of Congress whom I have known for a 
number of years and told him of the letters published in the Lei, 
and of the trouble caused by their quotation in the United States. 
He heard me through and then, with a laugh, said: ‘Those let- 
ters were not authentic.” I replied that the secretary of the 
Archbishop and others had told me the same thing, but that I 
would be glad if he could put me in the way of proving, beyond 
a doubt, that his statement was true. After some hesitation he 
gave me the name of another gentleman, also a member of the 
Radical party, who, he said, was the author of the letters. I 
called at once on this gentleman and stated the case to him, and, 
without a word, he arose, went to his safe, unlocked it, and 
brought out a book of clippings of his articles contributed to 
the press since 1878. He at once turned to the two articles—the 
pseudo letter of the Pope and the reply of the Archbishop—and 
stated that he had written them both, at the suggestion of one 
of the leaders of the Radical party. He said that he had no idea 
that they would ever be quoted outside of Chile, and I told him 
how they had been published, or quoted, in both London and 
New York. This he seemed to take as a compliment to his 
ability in forging the documents and laughed at the whole mat- 
ter as a huge joke. 
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“I asked him if there had ever been any basis for such letters; 
if any such correspondence had ever passed between the Vatican 
and the clergy of Chile, and he said that absolutely nothing, so 
far as he knew, had ever been written. 

“The whole matter, then, it seems, is boiled down to this fact: 
the gentleman in question, who has asked me to reserve his name, 
wrote the letters ‘as a diversion,’ to quote his own words, not 
expecting that they would be quoted outside of his own country. 
He has written these and other such letters under a nom de 
plume, and only a very few know of his authorship, one of these 
men being, as I suspected, the first man on whom I called this 
morning. Although all the other members of his family are 
Conservatives, as he told me, he is a Radical, and attacks the 
Church—or did, in his younger days—in this way, under an as- 
sumed name. He is a lawyer, well-to-do, I should say, and had 
no hesitancy whatever in assuming the responsibilty for the 
authorship of the letters. He said that for a while he was 
known among his cronies of that time as ‘Rampolla,’ in honor 
of his skill in writing the letters. He also stated that these letters 
were the cause of the Archbishop’s excommunicating La Let, a 
fact that tremendously increased the circulation of the paper 
and gave it ten years of life, whereas otherwise it would prob- 
ably have died much sooner. At his request I keep his name 
secret, but you are authorized to use my letter and statements 
as you think best. 

“The author of the letters claims that the statements are all 
true, even today.” 


After our patient readers have made useful reflections 
on the value of a “Radical” forger’s testimony regarding 
the morality and zeal of Santiago’s priesthood, they may 
bid farewell to the world-renowned “Encyclical” of Leo 
XIII to “the clergy of Chile.” 





